
     As we embark on my tenth year as principal, first and foremost, I would like to express my 

gratitude and appreciation for the honor and responsibility of leading a wonderful group of 

educational professionals, our community's parents, and most importantly, our incredible students.  

 

     I started my educational career in Ridgefield, CT. I had just returned from six months in Africa to 

my high school as a coach and permanent substitute. Then, while finishing my teaching certification 

at Sacred Heart University, my first middle school experience was at Middlesex Middle School in 

Darien, CT. It was here that I fell in love with the middle school and all of the wonders the students 

and those people called to teach in the middle hold. It was also where I met my wife to be, Karen. 

After completing my teaching certification, I was fortunate to be hired at Middlebrook Middle School 

in Wilton, CT. My first year, I took a part time position so I could stay home more with our baby 

daughter, Sierra. In my time at Middlebrook, I led science and social studies classrooms in grades 6, 7 

and 8. I also served as team leader and technology leader for Middlebrook. 

 

     My wife and I came to visit her parents who had relocated to the Valley of the Sun over our Spring 

Break and decided to buy a house and move to Arizona in 1999. I happened upon Cave Creek Unified 

School District's Office and while asking about employment, I bumped into a principal, Dr. Adrienne 

Gibson. Dr. Gibson was about to open a brand new middle school in Cave Creek - Sonoran Trails. I 

was hired to teach both science and social studies for the new school. As a teacher here at STMS, I led 

math, science and social studies classrooms from 1999 to 2006. I also led the Lady Falcons Basketball 

program at Cactus Shadows during this time. 

 

     I left Sonoran Trails in 2006 when STMS moved to its current location to pursue administration. I 

spent two years as the Assistant Principal at Dysart Elementary School, a k-8 school in El Mirage, AZ. 

I then returned to the Cave Creek District in 2008. I began the year at Desert Arroyo as Assistant 

Principal, but took over the Athletic Director position at Cactus Shadows in October. Lastly, it felt like 

I came full circle in 2009 when I returned "home" to Sonoran Trails as principal. 

 

Some of my priorities that lead to student success at Sonoran Trails include: 

 

1. Ensuring the physical and emotional safety of everyone at Sonoran Trails. 

2. Remembering that the people (both adult and adolescent learners alike) are the most important 

and valuable assets we have as an institution – and treating them as such. 

3. Hiring and retaining the best staff with the necessary persistence and passion for both their content 

and this age group. 

4. Providing opportunities for our students in and out of the classroom that give them a competitive 

edge for the future. 

5. Helping students successfully navigate socially, emotionally and academically through these 

transition years in order to be successful in high school and beyond. 

 


